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About Taiwan 

1. Visa

30-days visa-free privileges are afforded to citizens of the Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Costa Rica, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland,  Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Malta, Monaco, the Netherlands , New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia , Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, U.K. , U.S.A. and  Vatican City State.
For other countries, visas are required to enter Taiwan and can be to obtained from R.O.C. embassies, consulates or designated representative offices in visitors’ native countries. Tourist visas are recommended. Foreign nationals may obtain a tourist visa to visit the Republic of China for purpose for sightseeing business, family visits, study or training, medical treatment, or other legitimate activities. Tourist visas may be single or multiple-entry. Meanwhile, passports valid for at least 6 months are required to anyone who plans to visit Taiwan.
More information please refer to : http://www.boca.gov.tw/mp?mp=2
2. Transportation
Hotel Limousine

Limousines from Chiang Kai-Shek International Airport to the Ambassador Hotel are available upon reservation. Please indicate your needs on the hotel reservation form for further arrangement. 

Airport Taxi

Taxis queue outside the Arrival Halls of both terminals in the CKS International Airport. To ensure the safety of passengers, only taxis approved by the Aviation Police Bureau after a strict qualification procedure are cleared to operate in CKS International Airport. Taxis are available at CKS International Airport around the clock.

The airport taxi charges according to the meter plus a 50% surcharge. Typical cost of a taxi ride to Hsinchu is around NT$1,500(US$45).

3. Helpful Tips
Currency

The New Taiwan Dollar(NT$) is the national currency. Paper currency comes I $2,000, $1,000, $500, $200 and $100 denominations, while coins come in $50, $20, $10, $5 and $1 denominations.

The currency exchange rate at July 2009 is around NT$32 to US$1. Foreign currencies can be exchanged at the CKS International Airport, government-designated banks and hotels. Please visit the Currency Converter at http://www.xe.net

Major credit cards are accepted in major hotels and stores and travelers checks may be cashed at foreign-exchange banks., some tourist-oriented business and most international tourist hotels.
Electricity

110 Volts / 60 HZ A.C. 
Languages 

Mandarin Chinese is the official language in Taiwan, but English is familiar to the younger generation, especially students, and those engaged in export trading, tourism, and the hotel industries. Most taxi drivers do not speak English.
Time Zone

Taiwan is 8 hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time(GMT+0800)
Tipping 

A 10% service charge is automatically added to room rates and meals. Other tipping is not expected.

Useful Phone Numbers

CKS International Airport Tourist Services Center

http://www.cksairport.gov.tw/English/

Tel: +886-3-383-3666

Tourism Bureau’s Tourist Information

http://www.tbroc.gov.tw/
Tel: +886-2-2381-8341
Foreign Affairs Division, Taipei Office
http://www.boca.gov.tw/english/index.htm
Tel: +886-2- 2381-8341
International Phone Assistance……………     100

Emergency Service………………………...     110

Directory Assistance in English…….. (02)2311-6796

The Ambassador Hotel HsinChu

http://hsinchu.ambassadorhotel.com.tw/en/hsinchu/index.aspx
Requests for information about the Meeting should be directed to: 

Ms. Celia Shih 

Secretariat of TSIA 

Rm1246, Bldg 51, 195, Sec. 4 Chung Hsing Rd., Chutung, Hsinchu, 310 Taiwan ROC
Tel: +886-3-5917092 

Fax: +886-3-5820056 

E-mail: celia@tsia.org.tw
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